
Mary L. Sanders
December 5, 1925 - December 18, 2018

Mary L. Sanders, 93, of Centralia, passed away Tuesday, December 18, 2018
at Odin Health Care Center. 

 Mary was born December 5, 1925 in Central City, IL, the daughter of Charles
Francis Woolbright and Anna Catherine (Buda) Woolbright. She married
Augustus L. Sanders on December 31, 1946 in Central City and he preceded
her in death on April 24, 1984. 

 Mary is survived by her two children: Michael Sanders and wife Jo of
Marshall, IL, and Mariann Wrone of Centralia, IL; five grandchildren: Jason
Wrone of Effingham, IL, Nis Lovstad of Marshall, IL, Jennifer Patton and
husband Nick of Effingham, IL, James Sanders of Marshall, IL, and John Evan
Sanders of Marshall, IL; three great grandchildren: Elizabeth Lovstad, Hunter
Lovstad, and Tinley Kate Patton; also surviving are many loving nieces and
nephews. 

 Mary was preceded in death by her parents: Charles and Anna Woolbright;
husband: Augustus L. Sanders; six brothers: Clarence Woolbright, Thomas
Woolbright, Alva Woolbright, John Woolbright, Harold Woolbright, and Robert
Woolbright; four sisters: Anna Tillman, Gladys Woolbright, Edna Jackson, and
Helen Hall; and several nieces and nephews. 

 Mary was a loving mother, grandmother and great grandmother. She
dedicated her life to taking care of people, most notably her family and the
generations of other families through her home daycare for over 50 years.
Many of those she cared for remained in touch with her throughout her life.



The children she cared for will long remember her spaghetti and taco salad
lunches. Around Halloween, children would line the block for her homemade
popcorn balls. If ever there was a child in the room, Mary instantly won them
over with her warm heart. She enjoyed gathering with her family and friends to
play games (Rummikub was her favorite) and her quick wit always created
laughter. Mary found solace in gardening and caring for her yard, where even
in her later years she was known to cut down a tree or two on her own. She
was an active member of the First Christian Church in Centralia. Mary’s
lasting legacy of loving and caring for others will be carried on with her family
and the countless lives she touched. 
Funeral Services for Mary L. Sanders will be held Saturday, December 29,
2018 at 12:00 p.m. at the Sutherland-Garnier Funeral Home in Centralia with
Rev. Elaine Bush officiating. Burial will follow in the Elmwood Cemetery in
Centralia. Visitation will be held from 10:00 a.m. to the time of service on
Saturday, December 29, 2018 at the funeral home. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to the First Christian Church in Centralia, or to the
Central City Lions Club and will be accepted by the Sutherland-Garnier
Funeral Home 235 North Sycamore Street Centralia, IL 62801 (618)532-3523,
who is honored to be of service to the Sanders family. Online condolences
may be made to the family by visiting www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Elmwood Cemetery

Centralia, IL 62801

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 29. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Sutherland-Garnier Funeral Home and Cremation Services
235 N Sycamore St
Centralia, IL 62801
(618) 532-3523
headsutherland@aol.com
https://www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com/

Service

DEC 29. 12:00 PM (CT)

Sutherland-Garnier Funeral Home and Cremation Services
235 N Sycamore St
Centralia, IL 62801
(618) 532-3523
headsutherland@aol.com
https://www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com/

mailto:headsutherland@aol.com
https://www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com/
mailto:headsutherland@aol.com
https://www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com/


Tribute Wall

JM

Sutherland Funeral Homes, Cemetery and Cremation Services - December 28,
2018 at 09:35 PM

Sutherland Funeral Homes, Cemetery and Cremation Services
created a Tribute Video in memory of Mary L. Sanders

Jim McCarty - January 22, 2019 at 02:23 PM

Mike: My condolences on your mother's passing. Jim McCarty

Sutherland Funeral Homes, Cemetery and Cremation Services - December 28,
2018 at 05:33 PM

2 files added to the album LifeTributes



Sutherland Funeral Homes, Cemetery and Cremation Services - December 28,
2018 at 02:45 PM

48 files added to the album LifeTributes

Cindi Rella - December 23, 2018 at 03:15 PM

The best daycare provider, ever  Mariann, I am sorry to hear
about your loss . I think about my time at Marys often from her
yummy vitamin C's that tasted like candy, to her popcorn balls, to
her spaghetti, to her hard working, no nonsense taking, caring
approach  Mary positively impacted my life; she taught me
stability. She listened to me...she taught me how to keep positive
even through the negativity surrounding me in my life. It is partially
because of Mary's belief in me that I am successful  
Sending Love, 
Cindi Meredith-Wheelan, counselor and one of Mary's daycare kids 

 
cindiwheelan@gmail.com

mailto:cindiwheelan@gmail.com
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Dody Ray - December 21, 2018 at 10:40 PM

Having touched the lives of many, Mary will not soon be forgotten.
She was a Godsend to a working woman and adored by my
daughters and me. My thoughts are with you all during this difficult
time. May you be comforted by the outpouring of love and support .
Dody Ray

Ashley Petrea - December 21, 2018 at 07:06 PM

I was saddened to hear about Mary’s passing. She was a neighbor
of my grandparents: Edna and Leo Glenn. I remember her popcorn
balls at halloween were amazing and I always looked forward to
them year after year. My deepest condolscenes to Mary’s family.
She was a wonderful person. She will be missed. My prayers are
with you! 
 
-Ashley Petrea 
Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania

Patrick Morand - December 21, 2018 at 04:38 PM

I am blessed to work with Jason Wrone, Mary's grandson. Knowing
Jason as I do, i can see the goodness and charm he learned from
his grandmother. My wife and I pray for her and for her entire family.

Peggy Myers Beal - December 21, 2018 at 12:27 PM

Marianne, so sorry for your loss. There comes a time when it’s just
time to go ‘home’. My thoughts and Prayers are with you and your
family at this time. Godspeed. 



JM

Julie I Miller - December 21, 2018 at 08:20 AM

I remember those popcorn balls and her dedication to the church.
What a lovely lady. My condolences to the family. 
Julie Miller


