
James Berry
January 5, 1947 - January 6, 2022

James William Berry, 75, of Centralia, passed away. on Jan. 6, 2022, at his
home. 
He was born Jan. 5, 1947, in Philadelphia, the son of Gordon Francis and
Rose Marie (Zatavesky) Berry. He married Judy Kay Wilkinson on Feb. 4,
1967, at St. Mary Catholic Church in Centralia, with Fr. A.B. Schomaker
officiating, and she preceded him in death on Nov. 14, 2014. 
Survivors include four children, Susan Garrison of Centralia, Michelle
Pennington and husband Wilfred of Centralia, Matt Berry and wife Michelle of
Charleston and Christopher Berry and wife Heidi of Centralia; grandchildren
Arianne Courtney, Kirstin Grimes and husband Mark, Kaylin Courtney and
friend Carter Wynne, Carly Garrison and Trecie Pennington, all of Centralia;
great-grandchildren Illiana “Lilly” Grimes and Kyden Garrison of Centralia; one
brother, Harold Berry of New Jersey; and several nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife, one brother, Gordon
“Huck” Berry, one sister, Rosemarie “Ree” Kalpokas, a sister-in-law Marilyn
Wilkinson, a son-in-law Otis Garrison and two nephews, Mark and Eric Berry. 
Mr. Berry was a veteran of the Vietnam War, where he served as a medical
service corpsman at the 12th USAF Hospital, Cam Ranh Bay, South Vietnam.
He enlisted in 1964 and was discharged in 1968 at the rank of sergeant (E-4).
Stateside, he served as a ward attendant at Scott Air Force Base. 
In a truth stranger than fiction, Berry would tend to an ailing U.S. Army
sergeant at Scott Air Force Base, little knowing that the man was the father of



the woman he would meet and marry two years later. 
Active in the local Vietnam Veterans of America in the 1980s and 1990s, he
was editor of the chapter’s nationally recognized newsletter and was among
those instrumental in having the Quad-County Vietnam Memorial erected in
Fairview Park. 
He graduated with an associate’s degree from Kaskaskia College and worked
briefly for the Illinois Department of Public Aid before going to work for the
Texaco Oil Company, where he served in various roles as roustabout, water
plant operator and safety organizer. He continued to work for Texaco’s
successor, Citation Oil, before retiring. After retirement, he worked part-time at
the Centralia Public Library. 
He grew up on Watkins Street in South Philadelphia, and was a lifelong fan of
doo wop and early rock and roll music. His childhood nickname was
“Professor,” drawing on his keen intellect and sharp wit. A lifelong sports fan,
he enjoyed cheering on his beloved Phillies and Eagles. He fulfilled a dream
of his when he operated his own disc-jockey business, J.B.’s Night Train, in
the 1980s, and was a familiar source of music for many class reunions and at
area nightclubs, including Peggy Sue’s in downtown Centralia. 
He enjoyed listening to music, singing, writing and reading. Later in life he
picked up the pastime of golfing and enjoyed hitting the greens with Dale
Spitler and his other golfing buddies. 
He was a devoted father and grandfather, but perhaps most of all, was a
loving husband to his wife, Judy, to whom he was married for 47 years before
her passing in 2014. They attended countless concerts together including
favorites like Bruce Springsteen and Ronnie Spector. The pair also enjoyed
extensive travel, including adventures with their dear friends Nancy and Dale
Spitler. 
Funeral services will held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 12, at Sutherland-
Garnier Funeral Home in Centralia, with the Rev. Joannie Naraghi officiating.
Friends may call from 10:30 am to the time of services. Military rites will be
accorded gravesite by the Centralia American Legion Post 446 and the



Centralia VFW Post 2055. Interment will be at Hillcrest Memorial Park in
Centralia. Memorial donations may be made to the Centralia American Legion
Post 446 and Centralia VFW Post 2055 and will be accepted at the
Sutherland-Garnier Funeral Home at 235 North Sycamore Street Centralia,
Illinois 62801, (618)532-3523, who is honored to be of service to the Berry
Family. Online Condolences may be made to the family by visiting www.suther
land funeral home.com and the Sutherland-Garnier Funeral Home Facebook
Page.



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 12. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM.

Sutherland-Garnier Funeral Home

Funeral Service

JAN 12. 11:00 AM.

Sutherland-Garnier Funeral Home



Tribute Wall
Gayla

Voss

Gayla Voss - January 12, 2022 at 04:04 PM

Gayla Voss lit a candle in memory of James
Berry

Gayla
Voss

Gayla Voss - January 12, 2022 at 04:08 PM

The family of Frances Schnieder wish to send our condolences to the
family of James at this time.

 Much to young to say good-bye. I'm sure the Lord was there to meet
him.

 So "Thankful" for his service.
 God Bless all of you and give you Peace.

  
With Sympathy,

 The Schnieder Family



RS Sam and I would like to extend our
condolences to the family during this difficult
time
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Rebecca Sneed - January 11, 2022 at 09:01 PM
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Gailon Gibbs - January 11, 2022 at 01:00 PM

I worked with Jim in the Texaco Oil Fields and have great memories
of Jim. He was very smart, witty and had a keen, sometimes dry
sense of humor. He also DJ'd some of our Christmas Parties and
had a heck of a personality. His knowledge of music and love of life
made him a great person to be around and have a conversation
with. It was obvious from being around Jim how much he loved his
wife and family. He was a great guy and even though I hadn't seen
him in some time, I will miss knowing he's not over in Centralia
listening to music and sharing deep thoughts with his friends. Also
saddened by his passing are fellow employees, Jerry Foley, Dave
Reel and Pat Hall. RIP Jim. 
Gailon Gibbs
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LJ

January 11, 2022 at 01:00 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of James Berry.

Lynn Holzer Johnson - January 11, 2022 at 07:03 AM

My late husband and I had many a good time with Jim & Judy at
Peggy Sues,the Welcome Home for Vietnam Vets Parade in
downtown Chicago years ago and other places. They were a
wonderful couple. Jim was a great person and will be missed by
family and all who knew him. So sorry for your loss. Prayers to all
family members. Lynn Johnson

https://www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

