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(January 4, 1929 – January 14, 2018) 
 

Edith Merle (Phillips) Greer, age 89 of Champaign and formerly of Centralia
went home to be with her Heavenly Father on Sunday, January 14, 2018 at
Champaign Urbana Nursing and Rehab in Savoy, IL surrounded by her
daughters. 

 Edith was born January 4, 1929 in rural Centralia the sixth child of Sevearn
Dewitt and Della Faye (Snider) Phillips. She married Joe Donald Greer on
June 6, 1950 at the Zion Hill Baptist Church in rural Centralia, and he
preceded her in death on January 16, 2015. 

 Mrs. Greer is survived by her three daughters, Karen Sue Bourne and
husband Marshall of Argenta, Mary Jo Wheatley of Champaign, and Jane Ann
Greer of St. Joseph; adopted daughters, Jennifer Nigg and daughter Megan of
Champaign and Barbara Babb of St. Joseph; six grandchildren, Chad
Wheatley and wife Kristin of Arnold, MO, Matthew Bourne and wife Amanda of
Whitestown, IN, Jason Wheatley and wife Megan of St. Joseph, A.J. Bourne
and Lisa Shreffler of Monticello, Jackson and Kennedy Greer of St. Joseph; 4
great grandchildren, Reese, Raegan, and Roman Wheatley and Harvey
Bourne. Also surviving are her sister-in-laws, Bonnie Phillips and Frieda
Phillips of Centralia, Joyce Phillips of Oswego and Barbara Phillips of Salem.



She was a loving Aunt to many nieces and nephews. Mrs. Greer also leaves a
cherished church family at the Zion Hill Baptist Church. 

 She was preceded in death by her husband and parents, a sister, Helen Rose
(Phillips) Richardson and husband Raymond; along with six brothers, John
Phillips and wife Ruth, Vernon “Tag” Phillips and wife Ruby, Sevearn L. Phillips
Jr., Richard H. Phillips, Dr. Tom Phillips, and Jerry Phillips. 

 Edith lived most of her life in Centralia. She attended Zion Hill Grade School
and graduated with the Class of 1947 from Centralia Township High School.
She made a profession of faith and was baptized at the Zion Hill Baptist
church on June 23, 1940. Her church remained the utmost importance in her
life. She served Zion Hill as a Sunday School Teacher, Clerk and many other
positions. Upon her passing, she had been the longest serving member of the
church. 

 While living in Fisher, IL for 18 years, she found her love for fabric and worked
at Factory Fabrics in Fisher, IL. Edith being known as a Master seamstress,
upon returning to Centralia in 1981, she had owned and operated Greer’s
Factory Fabrics. She worked at Kelly’s for the Occasion doing alterations and
sewing bridal gowns. In her later years she operated the Nimble Thimble from
her home. She was matriarch of the “Jolly Quilters Club”. Edith worked hard,
was kind to everyone, and was always willing to help those in need. She was
loved dearly for her cheerful laugh and kind smile. 

 

Funeral services for Edith will be held Saturday at 2:30 PM at Zion Hill
Missionary Baptist Church with Pastor Kyle Emery officiating. Burial will follow
at Zion Hill Cemetery. Visitation will be held Saturday, January 20 from 12:00
PM to 2:30 PM at the church. Memorials may be made in lieu of flowers to the
Zion Hill Baptist Church or to the Zion Hill Cemetery. Sutherland-Garnier
Funeral Home in Centralia is honored to be of service to the Greer Family.
Online condolences may be made to the family by
visitingwww.sutherlandfuneralhome.com
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Sutherland Funeral Homes, Cemetery and Cremation Services - November 05,
2018 at 10:14 AM

Sutherland Funeral Homes, Cemetery and Cremation Services
created a Tribute Video in memory of Edith M. (Phillips) Greer

Joan Billingsley - January 17, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Take comfort in knowing that now you have a special guardian
angel to watch over you.

Lori Anderson - January 17, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Special Lady, special family. Loved the video. What an awesome
tribute to such an amazing woman. Thinking of you all in your time
of loss.


