
Donald Gale Courson
August 12, 1937 - May 6, 2023

Donald "Gale" Courson, 85, of Farina, passed away Saturday, May 6, 2023. 
Gale was born on August 12, 1937 in Centralia, IL, the son of Gerald and
Lenora (VonBehren) Courson. He married Charlene E. Schnake in St. Peter,
Illinois on August 19, 1956. 
He graduated from LaGrove High School, Farina, Illinois in 1955. Following
high school graduation, he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. He was stationed in
Tampa, Florida as an airplane electrician. After his service in the Air Force,
Gale and Charlene returned home to Farina, where he farmed with his father.
During his initial years in farming, he also worked as a carpenter during the
winter months. Gale was very active in his community and never knew a
stranger. He served by volunteering for the Farina Ambulance Service and
Fire Department, where he was Fire Chief. He served as elder for St. Peter
Lutheran Church and as a school board member for the LaGrove School
System. Gale farmed for over 60 years and retired from farming in 2017. He
and Charlene wintered in Florida and he enjoyed spending the rest of the
seasons helping his son-in-law and grandsons farm. In his spare time, he
enjoyed building equipment. Over the years, he enjoyed following his
grandson’s sporting events as they grew and rarely missed any of their
activities. The last several years, he was able to follow his great-
grandchildren's activities. 
He is survived by his wife: Charlene; daughter: Lori Johnson and husband
Mark; grandsons: Mitch Johnson and wife Sarah and Marty Johnson and wife



Kinzie; great-grandchildren: Mason, Hayden, Savannah, Hallie, Gavin, and
Maddox; sister: Janet (Courson) Reinhardt and husband John; and brother:
David Courson and wife Diane. 
He was preceded in death by his parents: Gerald and Lenora Courson and
grandson: Brady Johnson. 
Funeral Services will be held Wednesday, May 10, 2023 at 11:00 AM at the
St. Peter Lutheran Church in St. Peter, Illinois with Rev. Ryan Meyer
officiating. Visitation will be held Wednesday morning from 10:00 AM until the
time of service at the church. Burial will follow at Farina Cemetery in Farina,
Illinois. Military Honors will be accorded at the gravesite by the Farina
American Legion Post 411. Memorial Donations may be made to the Donor's
Choice and will be accepted at the Sutherland-Rankin Funeral Home at 310
North Broadway/ P.O. Box 97 Salem, Illinois 62881, (618)548-1234, who is
honored to be of service to the Courson Family. Online condolences may be
made to the family by visiting www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com and the
Sutherland Funeral Home Facebook Page.



Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Peter Lutheran Church
605 East 3rd Street
St. Peter, IL 62880

Funeral Service

MAY 10. 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM (CT)

St. Peter Lutheran Church
605 East 3rd Street
St. Peter, IL 62880
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Joe stock - May 10, 2023 at 10:35 AM

Gale was great person I worked with his wife at At the Farina IGA
several years, sympathy to the family!!

Don Mercier - May 09, 2023 at 03:55 PM

Charlene, Lori, Mark and family. Gale was a very good man and will
be missed by many. Always enjoyed time visiting with him - warm,
kind, sense of humor, smart, caring, and humble and many more
admirable characteristics. . He served God's Purpose of man doing
Justly, having Mercy and walking Humbly with the Lord. Nothing
more need be said. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of
His saints (believer's in the Lord Jesus Christ). Pray for your peace
at his passing and for comfort through the Spirit of God in your days
without his presence. Condolences and Sympathy -Your nephew
and first cousin - Don and Cindy, Alecia, Andrea, Tim.

Alicia Westjohn - May 09, 2023 at 01:48 PM

Lori and Mark--so sorry to hear about your dad. Sending prayers for
you and your family

From Matt and Dan Courson and Family - May 09, 2023 at
11:56 AM

From Matt and Dan Courson and Family
purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of Donald Gale Courson.

https://www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sutherlandfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sharon Boatman - May 09, 2023 at 10:59 AM

Dear Lori and family, 
 I was saddened to read of the passing of your dad. Sounds like he

had a full, productive, and happy life. Please accept our
condolences. 
Sharon and Van 

 PS--I've lost track of you. Hope you and yours are well.


